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Varied views given on J ews and tattoos

dez added.

Miami resident
Chaim Lieberman cited
apassagein Leviticus 19
where it says thatone
shouldn’t cutinto the
flesh and cut oneself and
said that getting a tattoo
involves aneedle and
pulling from within the
body. Several tattooed
Jews said that they got
them as a means of Jew-
ish cultural identity. Pro-
tattoo guests said that
getting a tattoo was also
away torespect Holo-
caust survivors. Howev-
er, Miamiresident Me-
linda Cowen, who op-
posed tattoos, said,
“There’ssomething
about atattoo that of-
fends me somuchbe-
cause of the Holocaust.”

Abrams, wholives in
St. Louis and is currently

working on the film that
highlights Jewish-
themed tattoos as per-
manent expressions of
Jewish cultural connec-
tion and identity, was un-
able to attend the event.
When he heard about
the debate’s details dur-
ing a phone interview,
Abrams was excited be-
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cause that was intention

for the discussion.
“I'mnot promoting
for or pushing against
people getting tattoos
who are Jewish,”
Abrams added. “There’s
alotof differences of
opinions about tattoos
within the Jewish com-
munity and people
should take the chance
tobe educated not just
about the issue but about
people’s differing opin-
ions.” '




