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Adoptions spiked among gay couples in past decade

Associated Press

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. — The number of gays and lesbians adopting children has nearly tripled
in the past decade despite discriminatory rules in many states, according to an analysis of recent
population trends.

"It's a stratospheric increase. It's like going from zero to 60," said Miami attorney Elizabeth
Schwartz who has coordinated more than 100 adoptions for gay and lesbian families in the past
year. "I think many really dreamed of doing this but it wasn't something they ever thought would
become a reality."

About 21,740 same sex couples had an adopted child in 2009, up from 6,477 in 2000, according to
the Williams Institute, UCLA School of Law. About 32,571 adopted children were living with same
sex couples in 2009, up from 8,310 in 2000. The figures are an analysis of newly released Census
Bureau estimates.

New York-based Evan B. Donaldson Adoption Institute released a report Thursday culminating a
four-year project surveying 158 gay and lesbian parents and their experience with the adoption
process. Their researchers found the highest number of homosexuals adopted children from
Massachusetts, California, New York and Texas.

Tom Bourdon, 35, and his husband interviewed more than a dozen private adoption agencies when
they began the adoption process two years ago. The Massachusetts couple found some agencies
"didn't really have experience working with a same sex couple and didn't how to treat us equally."

Once they settled on an agency, the couple created a profile that was open about their sexual
orientation and desire to create a family. The couple, who were married in 2005, were matched
with a birth mother five weeks later. They adopted their son in 2009 and a daughter eight days ago.
Both children were born in California.

"We just wanted to be treated like any other prospective parent out there. We didn't want it to be an
issue," said Bourdon, who works in education.

Several states specifically prohibit same-sex couples from adopting jointly, while others have a
patchwork of discriminatory policies that make it difficult for gays and lesbians to adopt either as
individuals or as couples. But some states have eased restrictions on gay families.

Florida stopped enforcing its ban on gay adoptions last year following a decision by a state appeals
court that the three-decade-old law is unconstitutional. The American Civil Liberties Union
challenged the law, among the strictest in the country, on behalf of Martin Gill and his male partner,
who adopted two young brothers from foster care.






Now that many homosexuals are coming out earlier in life, they're having fewer biological children
and are more likely to turn to adoption to start a family, he said.
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